THE SECTS OF THE -RAWAFID

moreover, that his knowledge cannot be said to be eternal,
nor created, for it is an attribute, and according to him an
attribute cannot be predicated. About the power of Allah,
and his hearing, and his seeing, and his life, and his will,
he said, verily they are not eternal nor created, because an
attribute cannot be predicated. And he said in regard to
them that they are he and no other. He also said that Allah,
had he never ceased knowing things that are knowable, the
latter would be eternal, because one cannot be a knower
without an object already existing to be known, as if Hisham
had impugned the possibility of knowing the non-existent.
Hisham said, moreover, that if Allah was the knower of
that which his servants did for him before their deeds
actually occurred, the free will of his servants would not be
possible, nor could they impose duties upon themselves. In
regard to the Koran, he was wont to- say that it was neither
creator nor created. It could, nevertheless, not be said that
it was not created, because such a statement would- be an
attribute and, according to him, an attribute cannot be
predicated. As to the deeds of Allah's servants, the tradi-
tions about them, according to him, are divergent. One
tradition says they were created of Allah, another that they
are ideas, and neither things nor bodies, for according to
Hisham a thing can only be a body. Regarding the proph-
ets, Hisham considered it lawful to say that they were dis-
obedient, although the Imams he considered sinless. In
connection with this he claimed that the prophet disobeyed
his Lord in taking ransom from the prisoners of Badr, but
Allah forgave him. Applied to this are the words of Allah:
" May Allah forgive thee that which thou hast done early
by thy fault and that in which thou didst delay." 1 Thus
he distinguished between prophet and Imam, since to the

1 Surah 48, v. 2.